
FALL 2026

25th Anniversary of 9/11 Attacks
2,977 lighted drones—one for each of the victims who died in the terror attacks—joined together to 
replicate the “full architectural scale” of the twin World Trade Center Towers as they once stood in 
2001. The 2977 Lights Over New York Harbor was sponsored by the New York Foundation for the 
Arts.  The image complemented the annual “Tribute in Light,” the two light beams that shine into 

the night sky over Lower Manhattan every September 11th.



PNC Dave Crum Is Inducted Into 
Veterans Hall of Fame

Photos courtesy of Andy Veiga

New York State Senator Michael Gianaris, who represents 
David’s neighborhood of Astoria, Queens, nominated him 
for the NY State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame in the Capitol 
in Albany. He is currently the Deputy Majority Leader of the 
NY Senate. Dave was inducted alongside 62 other Veterans. 
Four of the inductees were WWII Veterans and over 100 years 
old, one of them a WWII Coast Guard Veteran and 102 years 
old, joining Dave as the only other Coastie.  Senator Gianaris 
personally made the presentation of a U.S. Flag to PNC Crum.

Juneteenth
The 369th Experience performed at New York’s 
Rockefeller Center.  The band, which is made 
up of  music students from Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities across the U.S., 
plays the musical repertoire of New York’s 
legendary 369th Regiment “Harlem Hellfighters” 
Regimental Jazz Band.
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Welcome Aboard!

Getting Down to Business!

Unwinding After a Long Day!!

An “Icebreaker” Social on Arrival!

You can’t go to Cleveland without seeing the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame!

Opening the Altar to begin the convention.

Past National Commanders Jose Garcia 
(TX) and Armie Crawford (OH)

The band had the joint jumpin’!

Standing room only at the opening session.

Northwest Regional Commander John 
Peterson leads the buffet line.

Taking in the Sights!

Mike Rang and Andy Veiga handled the 
registration table.

National Commander’s opening remarks!

Members from New Mexico to New         
Hampshire get acquainted

Photos courtesy of National Historian Denise DeBlois



Memorial Prayer Service

Installation of Officers

Memorial Mass

John Peterson lends his musical 
talents to the Mass.

Clergy celebrating the Mass included (from left to right) Fr. Bill McLauglin 
(former Auxiliary Chaplain; newly appointed CWV Chaplain, Fr. Timothy 
Harris; Archbishop Timothy Broglio of the Military Archdiocese; Bishop 
Joseph Coffey, Bishop Protector; and Fr. Tony Kyere Mensah, newly 
appointed Auxiliary Chaplain.

Archbishop Broglio, a native of 
Cleveland was the special guest 
celebrant and dinner speaker.



Order of Saint Sebastian Awards

Post/State Achievement Awards
PNC Larry Wulf, Post 1675 (OH)

Everyone celebrated Elaine  Diaczun’s 
notable birthday.

National Commander Larry Wulf (with 
Wife, Rita) retired at this convention.

Gary Jacobson, Post 870 (NY)

The Convention Chairs  -  
Joe and Sue Illencik.

Newly elected National Commander 
Mike Ranno addresses the dinner.

Bill Boulet, Post 1961 (MD)

Sue Ranno presents the Outstanding Service 
Award to Gerry Graziano of Unit 766 in 

Baltimore Maryland.

The Nutmeg State -CONNECTICUT!

New Commander Mike Ranno and First 
Lady Susan make their grand entrance.

The Home Team –OHIO! The Lone Star state—TEXAS!

The Winner of the 
Convention Raffle
Norman Bowser

Post 1675 Toledo, OH



While living in his native Cuba, Arturo Sandoval was influenced by jazz musicians 
Charlie Parker, Clifford Brown and Dizzy Gillespie. In 1977, he met Gillespie who 
became his friend and mentor and helped him defect from Cuba while on tour with 
the United Nations Orchestra. Sandoval became a naturalized citizen in 1998. His 
life was the subject of the film “For Love or Country: The Arturo Sandoval Story” 
(2000), starring Andy Garcia.
Sandoval has won four Grammy Awards, Billboard Awards and one Emmy 
Award. On November 20, 2013, President Barack Obama presented him with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom.  Mr. Sandoval has performed the National Anthem 
many times and last year submitted his video for the annual Taps Across America, 
National Moment of Remembrance held every year on Memorial Day. He is a true 
American patriot!

FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY!

CWV JOINS THE PRESIDENT 
PAYS RESPECTS AT ARLINGTON

Town of Newburgh NY 
and CWV Welcome 

VFW Memorial Monument
Members of VFW Post 1161 recently celebrated the 
unveiling of their new post veterans monument, located at 
the Newburgh Town Hall.  Coincidentally, all the men in the 
picture are also members of the Joseph R. Farina Memorial 
Catholic War Veterans Post #386 in Newburgh—New 
Windsor, New York.

Story and photo courtesy of James Formato
Pictured left to right, front to back: 
Mike Lutz, Rich Lay, Ray Weeks, Bob Schiela, 
Jack D’Angelo, Bob Murphy, and Bob McGuiness.

President Donald Trump honors America’s fallen warriors by 
placing a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington 
National Cemetery on Memorial Day 2025.

The Catholic War Veterans were represented by Southeast 
Commander Bill Boulay and the Auxiliary by National 2nd Vice 
President   Michael Collins in placing the CWV wreath.



2026 Order of
St. Sebastian Award

National Commander Larry Wulf
St. Jude Thaddeus Post 1675
Toledo, Ohio

National Commander Larry Wulf  is completing 
55 years as a member after joining the Catholic 
War Veterans St. Jude Thaddeus Post 1675 in 1971, 
while serving on active duty in the U.S. Navy.  He 
retired from the trucking industry after a 30-year 
career, then as a school bus driver until his second 
retirement.
After several years of membership, he was elected 
to serve as Commander of Post 1675 for a tenure 
that would  last 12 
years.  During that 
time, he would found 
the award-winning Post 
1675 Color Guard.  He 
also began a program 
of providing newly 
ordained seminarians 
with their first chalice. 
He represented CWV in 
numerous local parades 
and devoted time to 
visiting Veterans in 
local hospitals, offering 
companionship and support. Larry organized 
holiday dinners for Veterans.  Larry regularly called 
members who were ill to check on their well-being 
and offer assistance.  Post 1675 earned recognition 
as one of the finest posts in Ohio and throughout 
the country.
He would go on to hold multiple terms as 
Department of Ohio Executive Director under 
several Department Commanders. Over the years, 
he chaired several national committees and received 
multiple national awards from Bishop Protector 
Higgins and National Commanders Finkel and 
Crawford.  
He then served with distinction as Department 
of Ohio Commander for 13 years.  He was 
instrumental in establishing the Department of 

Ohio Teckman Fund, an 
initiative that supported 
member recruitment 
and strengthened the 
financial stability of 
the Department. He 
met with the Bishop 
of Toledo to foster 
cooperation between 
the Diocese and parishes to introduce the benefits 

of membership in the 
CWV. Larry played 
a leading role in 
establishing 5 new posts 
within the Department. 
He personally 
supported fundraising 
efforts at every post, 
displaying unwavering 
dedication to the CWV 
organization and its 
members.
He was elected as 

National Commander, serving for 3 years.  In 
this capacity, he traveled around the country to 
bring visibility to the importance of leadership.  In 
addition to establishing four new posts nationwide, 
he implemented a grant foundation to further 
support the organization’s mission.  He initiated 
a review and update of the CWV website.  As 
both Department  and National Commander, he 
represented the CWV and Auxiliary at Veterans Day 
ceremonies at Arlington National  Cemetery and 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York.  Over the years, 
he attended the funerals of many Veterans, paying 
tribute to their service with dignity and respect. 
His commitment to his faith and the service of 
Veterans has remained steadfast through his years of 
leadership.



2026 Order of
St. Sebastian Award

William J. Boulay
Department of Maryland Commander

Charles Carroll Post 1961
Ellicott City, Maryland

The Department of  Maryland proudly nominated its Commander, William J. Boulay Commander, U.S. Navy 
Retired, for this year’s Order of  St. Sebastian Award.  “Bill” Boulay graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy 
with a B.S. in Ocean Engineering in 1974.  He began his Navy career as a Surface Warfare Officer in USS 
SOUTH CAROLINA (CGN 37) as the reactor controls officer.  He would subsequently serve on four more 
combatants during his career. 

While serving as Executive Officer in USS CONYNGHAM  (CGN 37) , he led the rescue of  USS STARK 
(FFG 17) after it was hit by Iraqi missiles in the Arabian Gulf.  His shoreside duty included, during Operation 
Wind and Desert Storm, service as Executive Assistant for the Director of  Naval Technology in the Office 
of  Naval Research, and as Director for Surface Programs, Office of  the Deputy Asst SECNAV for Safety 
and Survivability. The Secretary of  Defense tapped him to coordinate the mitigation of  a major oil spill in 
the Persian Gulf  during the liberation of  Kuwait.

His final tour was in command of  the Technical Representative Office at the Johns Hopkins University 
Applied Physics Laboratory.  He retired from active duty in 1994.  His service did not end there, as he 
transitioned to a civilian career helping to manage the Navy’s Science and Technology programs until he fully 
retired in 2022.  Bill is most proud of  the fact that he served as Catholic Lay Leader and Eucharistic Minister 
on five ships, and as the Religious Affairs Officer on four of  them, performing many of  the duties of  an 
embarked Chaplain.  In many ways, this collateral duty formed his natural affinity towards the Catholic War 
Veterans as he found that he could serve God, Country and Home simultaneously.

In 2010, Bill was a founding member of  Post 1961, the Charles Carroll Post in Ellicott City, Maryland and 
served initially as its 3rd Vice Commander.  He was elected Post Commander a few years later, a position 
he still holds. He was subsequently elected Third Vice Commander of  the Department of  Maryland. He 
assumed the duties of  Department Commander in 2022, a few months before the Baltimore National 
Convention.  It was during that convention that Bill first displayed his leadership value to the Catholic War 
Veterans.  Working with the Convention Committee and his Westminster post commander, he organized an 
effective transportation system, and provided on site scouting and recommendations for activities and dining.  

Following the success of  the convention, he was elected as the Chairman of  the 2025 Convention Committee.  
Additionally, he was appointed as Commander of  the CWV Southeast Region.  In this title, he represents 
National Commanders at functions in the Washington, DC area.  He currently also serves on the National 
level as Lead National Director.  He has transformed Post 1961 into a “virtual post,” with meetings held 
online via Zoom, which has drawn new members who do not live in the vicinity of  any active post.  His 
efforts have begun to turn around the losses during the pandemic.  He and his wife Patricia have just 
celebrated 50 years of  marriage.  Their family includes two married daughters and five grandchildren.



Gary Jacobson was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1965 in Madison, Wisconsin. After basic training, he 
was assigned to Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn, New York and the First Army Medical Lab as a Medical Lab 
Specialist.  In that assignment, he was responsible for processing thousands of  specimens for the entire 
First Army Region in support of  the Army’s sustainment mission during the Vietnam War.  Gary was also 
responsible for processing specimens for military dependents in the First Army Region.  He  was honorably 
discharged in 1971 with the rank of  Specialist 4th Class.

While in New York he fell in love with his future wife Kathy and they were married on January 20, 1968.  
Settling in the neighborhood of  Woodside, Queens they have become a local fixture while raising three 
children, Gary, Jimmy and Jennifer, who have made them happy Grandparents as well.

Gary obtained a Bachelor of  Science degree in Biochemistry in 1975.  He is also a licensed Clinical Laboratory 
Technologist and registered Specialist in Blood Bank Operations.  He is a member of  the American 
Association of  Blood Banks, Hospital Blood Bank Supervisors’ Association, Blood Banks Association of  
New York State and the New Jersey Society of  Blood Bank Professionals. Gary has used the knowledge, 
skill and professional acumen he gained from his profession to provide leadership and enrich the lives of  
everyone involved in St. Sebastian’s Post No. 870 of  the Catholic War Veterans over the past 49 years.

Gary Jacobson joined St. Sebastian’s Post in 1977. During the next 49 years, he has served in various Post 
leadership roles from Welfare Officer through Commander.  Gary cites one of  his most rewarding roles 
as that of  3rd Vice Commander. He has fostered a strong relationship with the faculty of  the local Saint 
Sebastian Catholic Academy and Parish, and has now engaged with two generations of  art teachers. His 
youth program poster contest entries have won numerous awards over the years on both the local and 
national levels.

2026 Order of2026 Order of
St. Sebastian AwardSt. Sebastian Award

Gary A. Jacobson
3rd Vice Commander
St. Sebastian Post 870
Woodside, New York



St. Casimir Catholic War Veterans Post 1764 in Baltimore once again sponsored its annual student essay contest for 
local 7th and 8th graders. The competition challenged students to explore the powerful connection between deep 
faith and military service while honoring our nation’s heroes.
This year, students were asked to research individuals who walked into the most dangerous places on earth—not to 
fight, but to bring peace.  The chosen topic was “Heroes of Faith Under Fire: Military Chaplains on the Path to 
Sainthood.”  Catholic military Chaplains serve on the front lines without ever carrying a weapon.  Students selected 
one of three extraordinary American Chaplains currently being considered for sainthood.

FAITH UNDER FIRE
Servant of God Father Joseph Verbis Lafleur  (WWII): In a brutal prison camp, Fr. Lafleur gave away his own 
rations to keep others alive.  When their prison ship was torpedoed, he refused to escape, instead staying in the 
sinking hold to push dozens of men up the ladder to safety.
Venerable Father Emil Kapaun (Korean War): Famously celebrating Mass on the hood of a jeep, Fr. Kapaun 
refused escape to stay with the wounded. He ultimately died in a POW camp after repeatedly risking his life to 
steal food for starving soldiers.  He was posthumously award the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Servant of God Father Vincent Capodanno (Vietnam War): Known as “The Grunt Padre,” he lived in the same 
harsh conditions as his Marines.  He died on the battlefield while running into enemy gunfire to minister to the 
wounded and shield a medical corpsman.  He also received the Congressional Medal of Honor posthumously.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
The leadership and membership of St. Casimir’s Post are incredibly proud of each student’s research, effort and heart.  
The exceptional quality of the essays made a significant impression beyond the post.  The awards were presented on 
the last day of school Mass, attended by all the school students, family members and friends.  In recognition of their 
achievements, Maryland Governor Wes Moore and Delegate Ric Metzgar both issued Official State Citations to all 
the participating students.  In addition to the state honors, each participant received a monetary gift and a Pope Leo 
XIV Rosary from St. Casimir Post 1764.

Story and photos by Clara Pakula and Irving Porter

ST. CASIMIR 
POST 1764

In Baltimore
HONORS STUDENT WRITERS



World War II Veteran
William Keller
William Irving Kelleher of Baltimore served in World War II with the Transportation 
Corps, 278 Port Company, and participated in campaigns in Normandy, Northern France 
and the Ardennes Forest.  By the war’s end, he was in the Pacific Theater, stationed in 
the Philippines.  He was a Life Member of St. Casimir Catholic War Veterans Post 1764, 
and served the post with distinction, becoming the oldest member of the post.  Beloved 
husband of the late Ann Loretta Kelleher, Bill is survived by son Thomas Bruce Kelleher, 
Granddaughter Kathleen Holland, and Great Grandfather of Cameron Ann and Logan 
Donald Holland. 	 Reported by Irving C.J. Porter, Commander, St. Casimir Post 1764

Robert Desrochers
of New Hampshire dead at 82
Robert J. Desrochers has died in Lebanon, New Hampshire at age 82, following 
a brief illness. Born in New Britain, CT, his family moved to Manchester, 
NH in 1949.  He was a Veteran of the U.S. Navy.  Prior to his retirement, 
he worked for Wonder Bread, Cott Beverages and Anheuser-Busch. He is 
survived by his wife of 61 years, Claire, one son and two grandchildren.  He 
was involved with the Boy Scouts of America for 53 years, holding positions 
at the Pack, Troop and District level.  He was well known for his fundraising 
work to support many of the scouting programs.  Mr. Desroches was a 
member of the Henry Sweeney Post 2 American Legion in Manchester, and 
a longtime member of the Lions International and Pinardville Lions Club. 
Bob joined the Catholic War Veterans in 1963, upon his discharge from the 
Navy.  Always an active member, he would go on to serve on the National 

Board of Directors for a number of years and later as National Liaison Officer.  At the Post level, he was elected as 
Judge Advocate. Since 1964, Bob served as Bingo Director and Charitable Gaming Treasurer of the Rev. Louis A. 
Ramsay Post 1524.  He also served as Chairman of the Board of Directors for 23 years from 1999 to 2022, then as 
Director Emeritus.
Robert was the recipient of the “National Catholic War Veteran of the Year” in 2009.  He also received the “Hall of 
Fame Award,” the Department of New Hampshire’s highest award in 2009. This is awarded annually to one outstanding 
member of the CWV in NH. In 2012, Bob Desrochers received the Saint Sebastian Medal, the national organization’s 
highest award.  He will be missed. 					     Text courtesy of Denise DeBlois, National Historian

Oldest Auxiliary Member
Passes at 102

RITA JOYCE, a longtime Auxiliary Member of Butz-Jobe Post 370 in Belleville, Illinois 
left us at the remarkable  age of 102. A lifelong native of Belleville, she was born on May 7, 
1924.  Rita was preceded in death by her husband of 65 years, Hugh “Clem” Joyce, whom 
she married in 1946. She is survived by her sons Richard, Steve, Jack, and Daughter 
Susan.  Rita was a member of St. Luke’s Catholic Church, where she was very involved 
in parish activities. She also served as a volunteer for the Belleville Diocesan Ministry 
to the Sick and Aged. She held numerous officer positions. Rita and her husband were 
supporters of many post events and attended many state and national conventions.

Notice courtesy of Post 370 Commander John J. Mueller



Arkansas Post “Putts” itsArkansas Post “Putts” its
Best Foot “Fore!”wardBest Foot “Fore!”ward

LTCOL John Hennelly Post and Auxiliary 1836 in Little Rock, 
Arkansas hosted their first benefit Golf Tournament in June. It 
featured a pleasantly unanticipated 32 teams participating in 
honor of Father Nathan Ashburn, a Purple Heart recipient and 
currently, Chaplain of Post 1836.
Food was provided by David’s Burgers and fabulous 
prizes were donated by local businesses and donors The 
extraordinary cooperation of Burns Park Golf Course staff 
was crucial to the success of the day.

“Gentlemen and Ladies, Start Your Engines!”  Golf carts are lined up with 32 teams of duffers awaiting the Shotgun Start!

(From left:) Auxiliary Unit Trustees Carolyn Clesi and Bonnie Badami join Ritual Officer Diane Ravnik manning the registration desk.

Post 1836 1st Vice Commander Ron Clesi volunteered for everything 
wherever he needed to be.

The recently deceased Bill Malloy was the 
Husband of Auxiliary Unit 1836 President 
Janet Malloy.

Auxiliary 1st V/C Cassie Rector, Co-organizer of the tournament.



Post 1836 Auxiliary Liaison Officer Chris Malloy tends to the 
goody bags with the Post’s Judge Advocate James Badami.

(Left to right, standing): Larry Lisko, Auxiliary Tournament 
Chairman; Ron Clesi, Post 1st V/C  (beer cart); Fr. Nathan     
Ashburn, Chaplain, (seated) Bonnie Badami and Diane Ravnik.

An avid golfer ready to tackle the links!

The Man of the Hour!
Tournament Honoree Fr. Nathan Ashburn

Grand prize winner Trey Cole will be able to 

watch the Pro’s on a big-screen TV!
The 19th Hole!  The table, food and drinks were donated by 

local David’s Burger in Little Rock. This was among many 

other donations!



Bill Malloy, Sr. of Arkansas Passes at Age 92 
William Regis “Bill” Malloy, Sr., a charter member of one of our newest posts, LT COL John 
Hennelly Post #1836 in Little Rock, Arkansas died peacefully in his home in nearby Benton, 
Arkansas. He was the last survivor of a family of 15 children.
He served for 21 years in the U.S. Army as a Staff Sergeant during both the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars. Bill’s leadership and service left a lasting impression on those who served alongside him, 
and his greatest passion in later life was helping Veterans.
Following his retirement from the Army, he worked for Queen City  Electric in Cumberland, 
Maryland for 24 years as an electrical supply controller. He and his beloved wife, Jan eventually 
retired to Arkansas and shared 60 years together. He was buried with full military honors.

Always dependable, the phrase “Go to Malloy” when critical supplies were needed followed him from the military to 
civilian life.  Wife Janet is a certified Veterans Service Officer with the Catholic War Veterans.

HOW SWEET
IT IS!

With apologies to Jackie Gleason!

Veterans Service Officer Janet Malloy and descendent Jo Hennelly of  
LTCOL John Hennelly Post and Auxiliary 1836 visited the University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock to offer assistance to student Veterans 
attending classes and continuing their education. Mr. Blake McMillan, 
an Air Force Veteran and Director of Military Student Success 
remarked, “On behalf of our student Veterans, we’d like to express our 
appreciation for the guidance and kind donation of premium treats. 
Certainly a boost to morale as the semester gets underway.”

Generosity Tells A Powerful Story Generosity Tells A Powerful Story 
About The CWVAbout The CWV

Individual acts of generosity appear modest when viewed separately. Taken together, though, they tell a powerful 
story about the work being done in the name of the Catholic War Veterans. A review of Post 1836 Auxiliary 
accomplishments over the past year presents some pleasant surprises sure to raise eyebrows! Our Auxiliary Unit 
alone provided a total of $10,235.00 in documented assistance to Veterans. This assistance included:

	� $4,650.00 for 186 Christmas shoebox gifts
	� $1,635.00 in comfort, recreational and mixed-support donations, including bingo refreshments, games, 
puzzles, books, sensory items, and support for Veterans activities. 

	� $150.00 in handmade Veterans Day cards
Some of these were large, coordinated efforts.  Others were personal donations made by individuals who saw a need 
and responded. Every contribution was an expression of love, respect and care for our Veterans. Every person who 
donated, organized, transported, packed or distributed these items deserves our sincere gratitude. We thank our 
members for helping Post 1836 demonstrate through action what it means to continue serving.

Courtesy of Paul Jara, Post Adjutant, CWV Post 1836



Lessons Already Learned from 
the War with Iran

Unmanned Surface Vessel Rescues Two Downed Airmen
By Mike Schuler.  Photo courtesy of Saronic Corp.

Autonomous Surface Vessel (ASV) speeds to the 
rescue of  two aviators near the Strait of Hormuz

A U.S. Navy-operated autonomous surface vessel (ASV) built by Saronic rescued two U.S. Army aviators after their 
AH-64 Apache helicopter crashed off the coast of Oman, marking what appears to be the first publicly reported 
personnel recovery conducted by an unmanned surface vessel.
According to U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM), the helicopter went down while conducting patrol operations.  
The two crew members were rescued within two hours and were reported in stable condition. The rescue was carried 
out by U.S. Naval Forces Central Command and the U.S. 5th Fleet’s Task Force 59, the Navy’s dedicated unit for 
integrating unmanned systems and artificial intelligence into maritime operations.
President Trump later posted on social media that the Apache had been shot down by Iranian forces while operating 
over the Strait of Hormuz. Reuters, citing a CENTCOM spokesperson reported that a Sonic Corsair autonomous 
surface vessel was dispatched to recover the pilots from the water. “The drone picked them up and transported them 
to another location on the water where they were hoisted up to a helicopter for further transport.”
While details of the recovery operation remain limited, the mission represents a significant milestone for both Task 
Force 59 and Saronic, one of the fastest-growing companies in the maritime sector. The vessel involved in the rescue 
was Saronic’s Corsair, a 24-foot autonomous surface vessel designed for maritime security, surveillance, protection 
and logistics missions.  The diesel-powered platform is capable of carrying payloads of up to 1,000 pounds and 
operating over distances exceeding 1,000 nautical miles without a crew onboard.   Corsair combines radar, cameras, 
satellite communications, onboard computing, and autonomous navigation software that allows the vessel to operate 
independently while maintaining awareness of surrounding traffic and hazards.
The successful operation comes just six months after the Navy awarded Saronic a $392 million production contract 
for its autonomous vessels, marking one of the fastest transitions from prototype to production in recent Navy 
acquisition history.  Earlier this year, Saronic completed a multi-day test program involving eight Corsair vessels 
operating continuously more than 70 nautical miles offshore. The vessels logged more than 4,500 nautical miles 
while conducting autonomous harbor transits, long-range patrols, communications-denied operations and multi-
day loiter missions. The tests successfully validated the vessel’s ability to manage fuel consumption and power usage.
The Austin, Texas-based company has positioned itself as both a maritime developer and shipbuilder, arguing 
that the United States must expand industrial capacity to compete with China’s growing dominance.  Rather than 
collecting intelligence or conducting surveillance, the Corsair was tasked with recovering personnel from the water 
and transporting them to safety, an operation traditionally performed by crewed rescue craft.  As navies increasingly 
seek ways to extend operational reach while reducing risk to personnel, this mission may provide an early glimpse 
of how these vessels could become a routine part of search and rescue in the years ahead.



military sealift command fleet oiler 
receives first presidential unit citation

awarded to a civilian-crewed ship

Admiral Karl Thomas, Commander of U.S. Fleet Forces Command (in uniform left), presented the first Presidential Unit Citation 
ever awarded to a civilian-crewed ship in the Military Sealift Command’s 77-year history. The ceremony represented one of the highest 
national honors ever bestowed upon the U.S. Merchant Marine.  When the crew of USNS KANAWHA accepted the citation awarded 
by President Trump to both KANAWHA (T-AO 196) and USNS WILLIAM McLEAN (T-AKE 12) , it recalled President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt referring to wartime merchant ships as “Ugly Ducklings,” but describing them as the Nation’s “Fourth Arm of Defense.” The 
ships were recognized as part of the USS GERALD R. FORD Carrier Strike Group during Operation Epic Fury, completing 41 underway 
replenishments transferring millions of gallons of fuel and thousands of pallets of cargo.
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